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Time Frame: An Outline

As we have already studied, history is divided into
three periods—ancient, medieval and modern,
The time frame of this division is, however, not
uniform for entire world history. In Europe, for
instance, the modern period began around the 16th
century, which was very much a mm
hﬁfﬂfy in India. The death of Aurangze 3

& In 1453 CE the Turks took control of the

Modern Period: An Overview

The modern period in Europe began with the
European Renaissance, which laid emphasis on
the spirit of enquiry. Revival of interest in the life
of human beings led to humanism which fouw ‘
expression in music, painting, sculpture, theatre
literature and science. '

~ overland tl:ade routes, connecl:mg Europe
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- stopher Columbus and Vasco da A major development in world history was t},
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e the mid vighlmrnth century. It subsequently spreyg
to other parts of Burope. It was marked by e
inventions guch as steam engine, power loom apq
cotton gin.
Through voyages of discovery, Europeans got ¢,
know about vast areas all over the world whic
could provide them with cheap raw materi,
and labour, besides serving as markets for thei,
finished products.
The race for capturing these new, unexplored arez.
resulted in the establishment of various colonies of
European powers in different parts of the world,
Thus, new geographical areas emerged, which haye
been shown in the map given below.
sco da Gama discovered the sea route to India by travelling
arcund the continent of Africa in 1498. 0 B 4) .
+ Niscovery of o
ISCOVETY U1 ne“se . o . . .
a2 routes helped in making The invention of astrolabe, mariner’s compass, |

new trade contacts, which led to the emergence
of imperialism—a systematic control the

gunpowder, improved cartography and shipbuilding |
facilitated the process of sea voyages during this period. |
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Modern Period in India: An Qutline of the
Time Frame
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Around the same time, the British forced the people of §
their colonies in Americ

| a 10 pay heavy taxes and abide
! by trade restrictions. Americans were denied political

* rights. In the latter half of the 18th century, American
‘3_. people decided to revolt against the British domination.
& Thisledtothe famous Boston Tea Party incident. In | 776,
| the representatives of 13 colonies met at Philadelphia
and adopted the Declaration of Independence.

¢ A number of provincial kingdoms including

Awadh, Bengal, and Hyderabad declared
their independence. These were all known
as succession states as they succeded the
Mughal Empire.

¢ Some of the Rajput rulers became powerful. The
ruler of the Marwar state, Sawai Raja Jai Singh,
built the great city of Jaipur.

¢ The Sikhs established their independent state
under Maharaja Ranjit Singh.

¢ Hyder Ali and his son, Tipu Sultan, established
and consolidated the kingdom of Mysore.

¢ The Marathas gained prominence under the
Peshwas, until they lost power to Ahmed Shah
Abdali in the Third Battle of Panipat, in 1761.

¢ Invasions of Nadir Shah (1739) and Ahmed Shah
Abdali (1761) dealt a severe b&owtq the already

- mk Mughal Empire.
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¢ The Battle of Plassey and Buxar made the English '_?
the masters of Bengal and gradually, of the entire
country. The East India Company transformed
itself from a trading company into a dominating
political power.

¢ The exploitative nature of the Company’s rule
led to the growth of a common feeling of hatred
against the British among the masses.

How Can We Study the Modern Period?

We are already familiar with the various types of ‘
sources used by historians in writing the hlstmyofa
particular period. X

The advantages of sources for the modern w
are that they are found in abundance, and mﬂ ]
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Archaeological Sources

These include the buildings spread across the
country such as the Gateway of India, India
Gate, Parliament House and Rashtrapati Bhavan.

They also include coins, paintings and weapons of
this period,

Original documents

Government orders and official correspondence are
other significant sources of historical information.
These are well documented and preserved in the
archives, and give us a first-hand knowledge of the
events of the concerned period.

Newspapers, magazines and letters

News articles, letters and magazines belonging to
this period are also kept in libraries and archives.
They were printed in different languages, in different

regions of the country. Some of these newspapers

are printed even today.

Letters are also important as they helpmu

understand a particular situations from a pe
point of view. : S

Printed books -
They give us details about the ach
various fields such as art, li
technology, medicine, etc.

Books also tell us about soc
political conditions of a M
autobiographies give an
ideology of famous perso:
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tistory is divided into three | | o ing _
¢ N \ \ three major time periods—ancient, medieval and m : 4 3
¢  Themoder history of India is directly or indirectly related to many important events in world hi -"
stchied in an 1solaton from these eve 4.

1 the ents r

| R g
¢ CRAISSANCE, voyages of discovery and the Industrial Revolution had a huge impact on moder workd Hma: ' i
e MNakls & O 3 » | | _
# Vanous available sources in primary and secondary formats make the study of modern history very g :

precise. Une can find films, audio tapes, official documents, old magazines, newspapers and many other sources that shed
light on modern Indian history

CORNER e ~ ' ' |
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Z; 1. Map Work: On an outline map of Indu mark the 3. Discuss: The history of a nation becomes importantin1

E different ancient and medieval kingdoms of India. order to understand its present, Discuss this topic with

x? (Hint: Awadh, Magadha, etc,) your friends in the classroom.

U,i 2. Activity: Visit any local museum which showcases 4. Debates: ‘Is history of our slavery to foreign rulers
:' ancient artefacts. Try to get information about the worth remembering and studying'? Organise a ; P
; peniod to which they belong, from various sources at debate in the classroom and speak in favour or g
!\ the museum. against the motion.

ELOSARY . —

e R Ak ~—"I-""‘IE-
w a mhonﬂlstonﬂookbrlys‘hm Mwm tt4 l-i]b"m‘ .' rime mp Ort e
or supernatural) matters
imperialism a policy of extending a country’s power and influence through colonisation, use of
or other means over another country
Industrial Revolution a revolution that marked the emergence of modern methods and technological advaneeqmu”

England, in the industrial sector
a systematic and organised record of things
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3. Which of the following kingdoms did not declare i % Bengal d. Hydera}

a. Jaipur b. Awadh

B. Match the following:
I. Battle of Plassey
Vasco da Gama
Nadir Shah
Renaissance
indologist

C Answer the questions in about 50-70 words.
I.  Describe the modern period in Indian history.

2. Mention any two explorers you know and write a
3. What was the result of the decline of the M Ig

! HowdndﬁweBmshmmetopawerl o Tl rn period in Indian history,

vioh W

How did the Ir
. How did the events

ink and ansmr
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SURFAND LEARN
Use these links to learn moreabOUtthetoNcs. T - 2 g -

hetp://www. bnmnmcowsachecked/wpodzaszwmdwmosma-mm !msme“ g
hupJ/nanonalarchwes.mc.m/Defauh;.aspx

h@;//wwwgatewayforindia_com/histmy/british history | .htm

s LF—ASSESSMENT RUBRIC
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I have understood the extent of the modern Indian period.

| can elaborate the main feature of modern Indian history.

I can list the main sources of modern Indian history.
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